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9th EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING

Editor's Note: This issue of the
newsletter focuses on the 9th
European Conference on Earth-
quake Engineering held during
September in Moscow. There was
strong support from the UK with over
20 papers presented by the British
delegation. The abstracts of the
papers are reproduced in a special
conference supplement to this
edition of the newsletter. The dele-
gation was led by Dr. Bryan Skipp
who gives us his personal impres-
sion of the proceedings in the article
which follows.

MOSCOW 1990

it was really quite an achievement to
have a conference at all in the
Moscow of Autumn 1990, Let me
acknowiedge the overwheiming
friendliness of the Soviet organisers
and participants and the almost
intoxicating degree of openness
which went a long way to make up
for the deficiencies.

~ + Most of the delegates were staying

at the Cosmos Hotel, an hour's
coach ride from the conference
centre, and after a few hiccups the
shuttle service performed ade-
quately. The conference itself was
intended to run three simultaneous
sessions with distinguished lecturers
giving a series of overviews. Only
one session room could be blacked
out and only one overhead projector
was found. This was moved from
room to room, keen presenters
having to mount raiding parties.

As with all international gatherings
the 'no shows’ threw the time table
into confusion. On this occasion the
virtual absence of visual aids dis-
couraged all but the most articulate
from presenting their papers even

Kypros Pilakoutas (Imperial Collegs) with
John Colloff (BNFL)

Edmund Booth & Jack Pappin (Ove:Arup &
Partners) with Russian counterpart

though they may have been present.

There were significant compensa-
tions however; we had plenty of time
to make contact with Soviet engi-
neers, they came up and offered
their CV's. There was an interesting
exhibition with. the UK end being
kept up by Ove Arup and Partners
and the Martin Centre. Booths
showing Soviet instrumentation from
the Institute of Physics of the Earth
and heavy viscoelastic isolators from
the Central Boiler and Turbine
Institute, Lenningrad drew my atten-
tion.

The Proceedings appeared towards
the end of the week, all sixteen
volumes, which the least trusting of
us lugged back. | have not yet had
chance to read them.

SECED's bid for the 1994 confer-
ence fell at the first hurdle although it
was acknowledged to have been the
most ‘serious’. After four secret
ballots the run off was between the
‘haves’ who wanted to go to
Reykjavik and the ‘have nots’ who
could only manage the train fare to
Vienna. The ‘have nots’ won, sup-
ported by the fence sitters and ballot
switchers who noted that Austria had
organised a very successful seminar
in Carinthia in 1988. There was a

consolation for the UK, perhaps in
recognition of the quality of our
conference bid, in that we retained
our position on the Executive Com-
mittee of the European Association.

We had our munificent reception and
an evening out to hear white Cos-
sack songs! Ballet dominated the
remainder of the entertainment. The
Stanislavsky Ballet had taken over
the Bolshoi for the Tchaikovsky
Centenary Festival and the gala
performance of Swan Lake on the
last night of the conference was
watched by a goodly SECED contin-
gent. My most lasting impression will
however not be the dancing and
superb ensemble work but the
preliminary declamation by the
Director at the Government Box
listing the dire straits of Soviet ballet
and threatening a strikel

Bryan Skipp
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The closing date for abstracts has
now passed and 70 have been
received. Contributions have been
received from the UK, USA, USSR,
italy, Malaysia, Portugal, Greece,
New Zealand, Taiwan, Canada and






